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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, ABRAM G. POWELL, of
Philadelphia, in the county of Philadelphia
and State of Pennsylvania, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Fences;
and I do hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the inven-
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the
art to which it pertains to make and use it,
reference being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, which form part of this specification, in
which— )

Figure 1 is a perspective of my invention,
and Fig. 2 shows perspective details.

My invention has for its object to provide a
base-block for the reception and retention of

*a fence-post and its pins or stays; and -my im-

provement consists in the peculiar construe-
tion of said base-block, and its combination
with said post and pins or stays.

Referring to the accompanying drawings, A
indicates the base-block; B, the fence-post, and
C D the pins or stays.” The block ‘A has a
central vertical opening, a, for the passage of

-the post B, and two inclined openings, ! a?,

on either side of the central opening, a, for the
passage of the pins or stays C D, said open-
ings a! a® inclining in opposite directions, so
that the pins which pass through them will
flare or spread apart as they descend.

The block A may be either cast or forged,
and made in one solid piece or in sections, held
together by bolts or other suitable fastenings.

The operation of setting a post is as follows:
The block A is first laid on the ground and
the post driven thiough the central opening,
@; or the post may be first driven into the
ground, and the block then slid down over

it until it rests upon the ground. The pins C
and D are now inserted in the openings a! a?,
and driven into the ground until their upper .
ends projeet but slightly beyond the top of
the block A. Xeys, wedges, or nails are now
inserted Detween the projecting ends of the
pins and the post B, or between said pins and
the sides of the openings through which they
pass.

I am aware that it is not, broadly, new to
support a fence-post in or by means of a base
or foot having openings for inclined stakes. +I
therefore do not claim such as my invention,
but rest my claim on the novelty which con-
sists in so constructing the base-block that
the stakes shall intersect the post within said
block.

What I claim as my invention is—

1. The base-block A, having central verti-
cal opening, a, for the post, and openings a! a?
on either side of said central opening, and in-
clining in opposite directions, for the pins or
stays, said openings being formed ou lines
which intersect in the block, substantially as
shown and set forth.

2. In combination with base-block A, hav-
ing central vertical passage, @, and inclined
openings a! a?, the post B, and pins or stays
C D, said openings being formed on lines
which intersect in the block, substantially as
shown and deseribed.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand this 25th day of

September, 1878.
ABM. G. POWELL,

Witnesses :
Jos. B. CoNNoOLLY,
H. P. RocHE.




